
Why turn it off? 

Rising fuel prices, falling budgets, environmental issues as well as community health and 

safety are of concern to fleet managers and the public. Here are just a few reasons to turn of 

your engine:  

 High fuel costs  

o Idling gets you nowhere; with oil prices soaring at over $100 a barrel, every 

litre counts! Gasoline engines consume 2.5 to 4 litres of gas per hour of idling, 

while diesel engines consume 1 to 4 litres, depending on various factors.  

 Higher maintenance costs  

o Idling will lead to more rapid engine oil contamination, due to increased 

residue in the engine, resulting in an incomplete combustion cycle and 

condensation of unburned fuel on cylinder walls. Idling decreases the 

operating life of engine oil by 75%.  

o In addition, the unburned fuel residue will damage the engine, and will result 

in more frequent servicing and repairs of vital parts of the vehicle.  

 Increased emissions  

o While a vehicle idles, it emits pollutants into the air, including greenhouse 

gasses like carbon dioxide and nitrous oxide, and other pollutants that create 

smog. These contribute to global warming, and threaten public health with 

poor air quality.  

 Health risks  

o Idling in places where there is high pedestrian traffic creates a public health 

risk of respiratory illnesses, such as asthma. Schools are a particularly 

dangerous place to idle a vehicle, since children's lungs are less developed, 

and thus more susceptible to poor air quality.  
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